JESUS
to all people in a certain state of evolution.    It must be thoroughly understood.
Let us first take that of the eye-witnesses.
Its first characteristic is its simplicity, its directness and its truthfulness in certain directions. It has a splendid memory for spoken words which it will recall with great accuracy. This form of memory is especially cultivated in people at that stage of evolution, because their memory does for them what books do for us. They keep all their account-books, for instance, in their heads. Their library of novels, too, is a brain library from which they can select a volume for perusal. Almost all knowledge is transferred viva voce. Therefore they remember. When I have heard a witness relate a conversation he has overheard I have known it would be true. Therefore what they recorded of the sayings of Jesus may be taken as accurate records, they are intrinsically true ; there may be interpolations.
On the other hand, they are bad observers of fact, worse even than the ordinary man. How bad most people, even educated people, in Europe are at observing facts correctly only a judge can know. Partly this is due to the fact that no two persons do see exactly the same, because some notice one detail, others another. It is almost impossible to get at the exact truth of even the simplest occurrence. The faculty of observation and correct memory of what is observed are very rare indeed. Children are never